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DAY 28 · Part 3 · What It Can Do

Search box vs asking AI: what actually 

changes? — How is it different from search?
Five-Minute AI Lessons · Oct 4, 2026

Search tells you where to go, AI tells you what it is — and checking stays in your hands.
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Today's answer

In a nutshell

1
Search doesn't give you an answer — it gives you a list of places to go. It tells you where 
the answer might be, and going in, reading and picking is up to you.

2
AI takes what it has already read and builds you one chunk of sentences. There's only one 
thing to read, so it's fast, but it doesn't say where those words came from.

3
So there's just one fork in the road — can you see the source? Even when AI adds links, you 
only know if a link really says that by clicking it.
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In one picture

A list of places vs one chunk of answer

Search · a list of places to go

· Addresses and titles in plain view
· You do the reading and picking
· Slower, but the source is clear

AI · one chunk of answer

· Sums it up in sentences right away
· Many sources melted together
· Faster, but the source is blurry

It's not about which one is better — it's about whether the job needs a source.

Key idea: search tells you where to go; AI tells you what it is
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Experiment · Before & after

Same question: search box vs AI

One quick fact

Before

Type "what is photosynthesis" and a long 
list of results pops up. You can see every 
title and a…

After

AI gives you one three-sentence 
explanation. Only one thing to read, so it's 
easy and fast.

As easy as it is, where the words came from 
disappears. Right and wrong look ex…

Combining sources

Before

"Pros and cons of electric vs gas cars" isn't 
all on one page. You have to open lots of 
tabs an…

After

AI sorts it all into points in no time. It 
looks neat, and it seems to miss less.

The sources are melted together into one chunk. 
If just one line is wrong, it's…

When AI adds links

Before

A link in search results takes you to the 
page itself. You still have to read it to know if 
it'…

After

These days AI puts links next to its 
sentences, like footnotes. But does the 
link really say th…

That's what people found when they checked four 
services by hand in 2023. A lin…

Pick a situation and switch between "In a search box" and "Asking AI." The bar shows how clearly you can see 
wh…
Try it yourself in the web lesson · next-token.net/en/learn/day-28/
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Quick check

Just three questions

Q1 What's the biggest difference between search and an AI answer?
① How fast they are ② Whether you can see where the words came from
③ How many words they use ④ Whether they work on a phone

Q2 What goes wrong when AI pulls several sources together for you?
① The text gets too short ② It can never add links
③ Sources mix, so you can't trace each line ④ It only uses old sources

Q3 AI put a link next to a sentence. So…
① It's all correct ② The link is decoration
③ It always beats search ④ Click it and check
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Answers and why

Know the why, too

Q1

②
Search gives you a list of places to go, so the sources stay in plain view. AI gives you one chunk of 
sentences — easier, but where the words came from disappears.

Q2

③
It melts many pages into one chunk, so if just one line is wrong, it's hard to pick out that line. That's why 
you need to check.

Q3

④
In a 2023 study, only 51.5% of sentences were fully backed by their links. A link doesn't mean it's right, 
so you have to click and see.
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Today in one line

Search tells you where to go,

AI tells you what it is — and checking stays in your hands.

Tomorrow: Research — when you research with AI, what gets faster, and what's still your job?
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